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Photograph sent to me by a friend showing his own home made salvinorin infused smoking 
papers and pipe along with a photo of the brand of smoking papers used. 

 
 
 

Smoking refined Salvia divinorum extract has been reported to be extremely hit or miss and when misses often 
leaving salvinorin residue in the pipe causing the next attempt to burn far too much material with potentially 
dangerous results in the wrong circumstances or without a sitter present. One half of a single milligram or 500 
micrograms of high purity salvinorin is more than potent enough for most individuals when this pure and due to the 
extremely small amount of material this is requires expensive measurement devices to accurately weigh an amount 
of salvinorin down to a tenth of a milligram or better. Because of this smoking salvinorin isn't something I would want 
to try, even if I have accurately measured the weight of the dose. However, there is another way a friend of mine 
came up with which works very well for him and that is to dissolve the salvinorin into solvent and then evaporate it 
onto corn cigarette rolling papers which absorb and hold the salvinorin better than regular tobacco rolling papers.  
 
If you know the solubility of the solvent you are using to drip onto leaf (or what ever) then you can get close to a 
standardized method of dosing. For example, you can dissolve as much salvinorin as acetone can hold and then use 
an eye dropper to slowly drip the salvinorin latent solvent onto cigarette papers. If you evenly spread the fluid across 
the whole paper and let it dry, depending upon how much fluid was evaporated on the paper and the amount of 
salvinorin it contained, you would know the approximate amount of salvinorin distributed on a given portion of the 
paper, as long as you are careful to avoid making hot spots where too much solvent has evaporated on one spot 
causing too much salvinorin to cake up in one area of the paper.  

 
Acetone is be ideal for making smoking papers because this solvent requires so much less amount of fluid 
compared to any other solvent requiring only a few small drops of acetone per cigarette paper to make extremely 
potent smoking materials.  When dissolving salvinorin into acetone take care to be sure that there are no solids 
observable in the fluid which should be translucent but may be colored from green to yellow and even without 
color if the salvinorin is pure enough. If after dissolving the salvinorin into the fluid the acetone has a cloudy 
appearance either a larger volume of acetone is needed to completely dissolve the last of the salvinorin or an 
amount of fine sediment impurities from the leaf are present. These fine sediments will eventually settle out of 
the acetone to the bottom of the container if allowed to a long enough period of time, usually after an hour or two 
when in 25-30 ml of acetone, much longer for 100 or more ml of fluid. These fine sediments won’t cause a 
problem when making salvinorin smoking papers but hot spots on the paper caused by lumps of un-dissolved 
salvinorin creating extra potent areas are, so be sure you to know the difference.    

 
While I don’t recommend ever attempting to smoke somewhat pure salvinorin or extract, the method of smoking high 
purity salvinorin infused into smoking papers is much safer because the salvinorin is more easily vaporized causing 
less salvinorin residue to be left behind in a pipe.  One must be careful with these papers because they are just as 
potent as smoking salvinorin itself which if too large of a portion of the paper is smoked can easily result in inhaling a 
far too large of a dose regardless of how careful you have been to avoid creating hot spots on the papers.  

 



Regardless, with care it is possible to get the same high potency effects of smoking crystalline salvinorin itself 
with less of the risk of getting too much compared to smoking salvinorin itself. One of the benefits of this method 
is that only half or less of the amount of salvinorin is required for the same effects that are experienced when 
smoking X factor enhanced or standardized leaf. Here is a quote from my friend who makes these papers 
explaining how he infuses them with salvinorin: 

 
“I find with acetone that after dripping 8 droplets from the dropper, the paper is nicely soaked and I 
can move onto the next paper - this helps to avoid forming little pools that turn into hotspots - and 
paper curling also has to be gently dealt with for the same reason, usually by flipping the paper 

over between dopings. In a few minutes the acetone is all evaporated and I can resume. 
 

I like to deposit a total ~20 mg of salvinorin containing acetone to a single cigarette paper and cut it 
into 48-56 pieces, so that each dose will be from 350 micrograms to 420 micrograms of salvinorin. 

 
Next time I prepare some papers I will photograph a little contraption of tooth floss netting that I 
made so that fluid containing salvinorin would not wick off of the wet papers into any material 
below. Nothing esoteric, just a metal box top the size of a shoe box with tooth floss wrapped 

around it about 20 times).” 
 
I will include these photos in an updated copy of this tech when available, if permission is granted.  He has 
reported that through this method he is able to reliably burn a dose with so little smoke it is essentially the 

same as if having smoked the crystalline material itself. 
 

 
The easy way to get high purity salvinorin with minimal processing to make cigarette papers 

 
The easiest way I know to obtain salvinorin which is pure enough to make salvinorin cigarette papers is to extract 
dried whole uncrushed salvia leaf in close to zero degree F. acetone for one minute to three minutes, stirring the 
leaf in the solvent the whole time. After extracting the salvinorin from the leaf be sure to remove all of the leaf bits 
and wait 24 hours for the ultra fine sediments from the leaf to fall out of the fluid prior to decanting the acetone 
from the fine particles in the bottom for evaporation to net higher purity salvinorin compared to any other simple 
extraction method. 
 
This simple method will extract a large portion of the salvinorin from the leaf in a short amount of time while 
leaving most of the green or waxy impurities behind but not all of the salvinorin will be removed from the leaf 
when doing such a brief extraction. In my experience a third or more of the salvinorin is extracted from whole or 
crushed leaf with just a one minute soaking in acetone and close to half or more when soaked for three minutes 
but not all of it. If wanting a purer extract reduce the temperature of the acetone to minus -20 degree F. to 
produce an even purer extract. Reducing either the amount of time the leaf is in acetone or lowering the 
temperature or both will cause less of the waxy impurities to be extracted from the leaf but at a cost to yield.  
 
Acetone is a wonderful solvent for extracting salvinorin, I have found that even in temperatures as low as -20 
degrees Fahrenheit or -30 degrees Celcius that acetone is still more soluble to salvinorin than even room 
temperature 98% ethanol which is considered a good solvent to extract salvinorin with, although alcohol takes 
longer than acetone it will still get all of the salvinorin out of leaf the same as 99% isopropanol, if extracted for a 
long enough period of time. I have tried extracting leaf using chilled 99% isopropanol and found that IPA is a very 
poor solvent for salvinorin when cold but works well enough at room temperature or warmer. I believe high proof 
ethanol is probably better than isopropanol when moderately chilled to 40-50 F. but not nearly as good as 
acetone which maintains a high solubility for salvinorin at extremely low temperatures. 
 
When extracting leaf with acetone or waiting for the fine sediments to fall out of the extraction solvent it is very 
important to keep the solvent in the dark the to prevent UV interaction with the salvinorin which can decrease 
and completely destroy the potency of the salvinorin if the acetone is left out in the light or in direct sunlight too 
long. Working with the solvents in direct sunlight or other sources of ultra-violet light should be avoided at all 
times but normal room lighting from incandescent lights shouldn’t be a problem for the short amount of time 
needed to process the extract, but I wouldn’t store the final extract or smoking papers in a container where light 
can get at them for an extended period of time. I have not heard that exposure to light affects the potency of dry 
salvinorin but better to be safe and keep the extract or papers infused with salvinorin out of the light unless you 
need to handle them. There have been reports that acetone containing salvinorin has been destroyed by ultra-
violet light emitted from florescent lighting tubes commonly found in many homes so do not leave solvents which 
contain salvinorin exposed to this type of lighting for all but brief periods of time. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The following photographs show the extract solids from a one minute zero degree chilled acetone extraction. 
 

 
The crude salvinorin deposited as a thin crystalline film when evaporated in a large glass Pyrex® baking dish. If the extract is 
used without further purification to remove the dark impurities this will cause the papers to be stained a green color and when 
burned will produce more smoke compared to if using near white salvinorin, but still pure enough to make smoking papers. If 
having extracted from 200 grams of dried leaf all it takes is one wash of the extract solids in a shot glass with 20 ml of 99% 
isopropanol to clean the extract very close to a white color allowing higher concentrations of salvinorin on the cigarette papers 
producing less smoke. When cleaning the extract be sure to wait a few hours after stirring the isopropanol into the extract so 
that all of the fine particles of salvinorin which will be floating in the fluid settle to the bottom of the glass before pouring off or 
removing the solvent. Only one wash of the solids needed when the extract is this pure. 

 
 

     
            
         Extract solids after evaporation                      Close-up of evaporation pan                       45X mag. crystalline                  Crystalline extract scraped up 

 
 

The above extract came from 6 ounces of crushed leaf extracted at zero degrees F for one minute.  Prior to evaporation the 
acetone was placed in complete darkness for 24 hours before pouring the fluid off of the fine sediments which settled to the 
bottom of the container. Without waiting for these fine sediments to settle the extract would have only been about 10 percent 
pure due to the large amount of these fine leaf particulates which are always in the fluid causing the acetone to be too clouded 
to see through.   

 
As you can see, the extract solids evaporated out of the acetone from a brief 3 minute chilled acetone extraction appear more 
yellow than green. The higher purity the Salvia extract, the lighter the color. Room temperature extractions will produce a dark 
waxy extract which appears almost black due to large amounts of concentrated chlorophyll impurities. The higher purity the 
extract the lighter colored it will be, from dark green to light yellow and finally white when all of the impurities have been 
removed. 
 

    
     
       25X view of extract solids                       Dissolved into acetone again                                    Evaporated extract solids                          25X magnified crystals 
 
 

After evaporation I re-dissolved all of the extract into 25 ml of acetone and then evaporated in a small bowl to concentrate the 
extract to see if it would grow crystals, as you see upon evaporation it was pure enough to do so! The bowl shown is only four 
inches wide at the top rim. The crystals shown in the photo all the way to the right were produced without any refinement to the 
extract solids, impressive for such a simple extraction. Approximately one third of the salvinorin was extracted when washing 
the leaf through one time for one minute at zero degrees F. Higher yield can be produced with longer extractions but at a cost 
to purity. The dark green almost black appearing color which can be seen below and around the crystals is due to the way the 
dark impurities always coat the top of the salvinorin when evaporated out of solvent, the extract was a yellow shade of color 
just below the thin dark surface. 

 
A second extraction to the leaf for three minutes produced twice as much extract as the first one minute extraction which was 
nearly as pure. From seeing this I recommend a single 3 minute chilled acetone extraction over the 1 minute extraction to net 
more yield without much sacrifice of purity. A second 3 minute or second extraction to the leaf will get most of the remaining 
salvinorin out but a third 3 minute extraction will assure you have all of it. Evaporate the acetone from each extraction 
separately to net different purity grades of extract. 



Further refinement of salvinorin 
 

 

                  
             
             Acetone evaporated after sediment removal.    Extract solids scraped up and crushed.     Poured into 30 ml glass.     Pour in 99 percent isopropanol and stir. 
 

To remove most of the dark waxy impurities from the extract solids powder the extract as fine as possible using a 
spoon to crush into a powder and fully dissolve the powder into 25 ml of 99% isopropanol/isopropyl/IPA. Salvinorin is 
weakly soluble to 99% isopropanol at approx. ~1 mg per ml and should be used as sparingly as possible because an 
amount of the yield will be washed away by every ml of fluid.  
 
One wash is all that should be needed to clean the extract from a chilled acetone extraction, for a 200 gram 
extraction of leaf 20 to 25 ml of 99% isopropanol should be more than enough for a single wash. When washing the 
extract I use a small one inch wide by 3 inch tall glass but a shot glass will work just fine. High purity isopropanol 
must be used for this process, I have tried 70% isopropanol and found that it will not work, 94 percent might work but 
I have not tried it to know so if at all possible obtain 99 percent isopropanol. 

 
 
 

                     
  
                Thoroughly mix and then let sit 2 hours.            After 2 hours.                  Pour the isopropanol off the solids.         Crude salvinorin solids in bottom of glass. 
 

Once the extract has been thoroughly mixed into the extract let the vial of isopropanol sit completely still for two 
hours to allow enough time for the fine salvinorin particles to settle to the bottom of the glass. After the particles 
have settled slowly decant the fluid taking care to leave the extract solids in the bottom behind.        
                

     
 

     
               
                Pour extract solids into evaporation bowl.      Completely evaporate and dry extract.             Scrape up salvinorin and crush.              Pour extract into glass.    

 
After the extract has been cleaned with isopropanol and the fluid has been poured off the solids in the bottom of the 
glass it may be necessary to pour in a few more ml of isopropanol and swirl the extract solids into the fluid before 
pouring the contents out into a small bowl for complete evaporation. After drying, to confirm that the extract is fairly 
high purity and does not contain tannin crush the dried extract into a fine powder and place in a glass to be dissolved 
into about 25 ml of clean acetone.  



            
            
                  Add 25 ml clean acetone and stir.     In 1-2 hours fluid clears.              When clear pour off sediments.         Evaporate in glass bowl to produce crystals.  
 

Stir the salvinorin extract into the acetone for a couple of minutes and then put away in a dark place for one to two 
hours. After two hours the fluid should have very little cloudiness to it and be mostly translucent. Waiting for a longer 
period of time until the fluid is crystal clear is recommended but not necessary at this purity. The fluid will be colored but 
should not have any amount of cloud to it and clear before pouring off of the sediments in the bottom of the glass for 
evaporation.  

 
As can be seen in the left most photograph the acetone is clouded by fine brown sediments and or tannin from the 
leaf.  The second photograph to the right was taken two hours later and is almost completely free of cloudiness, once 
clear pour the fluid off of the fine brown tannin particles in the bottom of the glass into a small 4 inch diameter spice 
bowl for complete evaporation. So far, I have always found tannin and micron sized bits of plant material in the 
extract, no matter how careful I am to let it settle out of the initial extraction an amount of it will remain in the fluid. If 
you have paper filters and a buchner filter funnel most of these sediments can be removed through filtering of the 
acetone instead of waiting for gravity to cause the ultra fine impurities to settle.   
 

 

        
 

                     After 1 hour of heat evaporation crystals appear.               Close up of salvinorin crystals.                 Salvinorin crystals scraped up and powdered. 
 
After the tannin has been removed from the acetone the solvent can be evaporated at normal room temperature or by 
heat. Airflow across the top of the bowl can be used to help speed up the time it takes for the acetone to evaporate, in 
any case only 25 ml of acetone doesn’t take that long to evaporate even when at room temperature, only a few hours or 
overnight at most. The above photographs were from heat evaporation using a hot plate and water bath forming 
crystals within less than an hour. The last photograph shows the cleaned salvinorin extract which is off white but can be 
further refined to white through one or two 2 to 5 ml washes with acetone but is completely unnecessary at this purity.  

 

 
150 milligrams total yield from a chilled acetone extraction to 200 grams of leaf, enough to make at least 300 individual pieces of rolling 

paper each infused with 500 micrograms which is more than most individuals would want to dose, be careful! This is the combined 
yield from the one minute extraction followed by a three minute second extraction which was nearly as pure as the first extraction. The 

second half of the salvinorin was later extracted from the leaf by two additional three minute extractions to get the last of it out. 



Reprocessing isopropanol to recover lost salvinorin 
  

The isopropanol used to clean the extract solids can be processed over to recoup a portion of the salvinorin lost to the solvent. As viewed 
below, the left most photograph shows the isopropanol from the washes which is evaporated in a bowl which when closely examined 
shows that particles of salvinorin still remain. The extract was then scraped up into a pile and placed back into the glass for a second 
cleaning using 20-25 ml of clean isopropanol which after a two minute stir to completely dissolve the solids is allowed to sit overnight in 
the dark to allow the fine particles of salvinorin to settle to the bottom  

 
 

     
 

    Isopropanol poured off salvinorin              IPA completely evaporated                 Dried solids scraped off glass            Poured into glass      Washed with IPA 
 

The above photographs show the second processing of the isopropanol used to clean the salvinorin solids from the chilled acetone 
extraction. After evaporation the IPA coated the glass with a film of salvinorin and other impurities which were easily scraped off and 
poured back into the glass for a second wash with 99% isopropanol. 

 
 

             
   

                 Overnight settling               Isopropanol poured off salvinorin                Very little remaining salvinorin             Poured into glass for evaporation 
 
After allowing the isopropanol used to clean the extract to sit undisturbed overnight the next day I found that some of the salvinorin 
removed from the first wash of the crude salvinorin had settled to the bottom of the glass, as seen above in the left most photo. The 
reason there was this much salvinorin to settle out of the IPA used in the first wash of the extract was due to only allowing the solvent to 
sit for 1 hour before pouring the fluid off of the crude salvinorin solids in the bottom of the glass.  

 
If the isopropanol used to clean the extract isn’t allowed enough time for the fine particles of salvinorin to completely settle out of the fluid 
some of your yield will be poured off with the isopropanol, as seen in the bottom of the glass shown on the above left. It isn’t much 
salvinorin, maybe 10% of the total already refined, but enough to be worthwhile trying to recoup. If you want to avoid having to reprocess 
the IPA poured off of the extract best to let the solvent sit for several hours before pouring off of the salvinorin in the bottom of the glass, 
even if you can’t see these fine particles in the fluid with a flashlight to illuminate the solvent to look for them, sometimes they can be 
seen but when the fluid is darkly colored it is difficult to see that the solvent is still clouded by an amount of salvinorin stirred up into the 
fluid. 

 

           
 

                              Small amount of material after evaporation      Poured into glass      Dissolved into 10 ml acetone, after 1 hour fluid clears 
 

The photo on the left shows the salvinorin after evaporation, a very small amount for the effort required to recover it. Once dry the 
contents of the bowl were scraped into a pile and poured back into the glass to make sure that it is pure enough or doesn’t have 
sediments in it. Once the solids were dissolved into the acetone I could see that an amount of fine sediments were still in the extract 
because the fluid was immediately clouded. After one hour the impurities settled to the bottom of the glass causing the fluid to return 
to a light yellow but clear translucency.  



The following photographs show the small amount of fine sediments which have fallen out of the acetone. When wet 
these sediments appear a dark brown color but after drying sandy tan. 

 

               
 
              Pouring the acetone off sediments          A very small amount can cloud fluid        When wet the sediments are dark but when dry a light tan color 

 
 

These next photographs show that upon evaporation of the acetone crystals of salvinorin were deposited on the glass. 
 
 

               
 

               Acetone prior to evaporation                         After evaporation                                  Close up view                       Magnified 45X shows crystals 
 
Upon final evaporation the acetone deposits a thin film on the glass which may not appear crystalline when viewed with the naked 
eye but under magnification crystalline structures can clearly be seen. Re-processing the isopropanol used to clean the extract 
solids from a chilled acetone extraction, or room temperature extraction using either alcohol or acetone does not usually yield more 
than ten percent of the total amount of salvinorin from the extraction and because of the extra amount of work required is not worth 
the effort unless having extracted from a fairly large amount of leaf where the isopropanol washes of the extract solids will cause far 
more salvinorin to be lost to the washes. The isopropanol poured off of the salvinorin in the bottom of the glass could be cycled 
through another refinement doing the same over again but isn’t worth it for what might be left from this small of an extraction, only 
200 grams of leaf.  

 
After evaporating the isopropanol poured off of the salvinorin which had settled out overnight the evaporation bowl contained a pool of 
shiny and sticky film which took a long time to dry. This shiny film certainly has an amount of salvinorin remaining in it which could be 
isolated by washes with naphtha first and then after drying isopropanol again but for the amount of additional salvinorin which probably 
remains isn’t worth the time for me to try to isolate. If this were a much larger extraction or a regular extraction where the leaf is extracted 
three times over to get all of the salvinorin out I would continue working with it, but for this short of an extraction it isn’t worth the time.  

 

 
 

                                                                                  Evaporated remains after 2nd recovery of salvinorin from isopropanol 
 

Warnings about smoking crystalline salvinorin whether pure, crude or infused into paper can be found at 
www.sagewisdom.org/caution.html  Smoke high purity salvinorin or enhanced materials or leaf at your own risk! Caution! It is possible 
to get too much salvinorin using this process as a dosing method. Always have a responsible and sober adult present if choosing to 
use Salvia divinorum or salvinorin. Individual sensitivities vary! Keep away from adolescents. Ok, I think I might have covered these 
warnings well enough. Remember, this isn’t something to play with, be careful. Respect this material! 

 



Photographs showing the process used to make cigarette papers will be added in a week or two from this date.   06 Feb. 2006 


